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You, Finances, and your parents.

Submitted by Atticus writes.... 
I wrote the below reply to a young person sharing his problem with me. I thought I 
want to share with the rest as this might help especially young people to understand 
finances. 
============================== 
 
 
Dear XXX, 
 
Thanks for sharing your experiences with me. I do not know your parents, but I can understand 
where they are coming from when they insisted you earn your own toys or be very prudent about the 
way you use your money. Make no mistakes, money is a big issue in the family, and in the Kingdom 
of God. The Bible says that "Where the treasure is, there the heart will be also". Our character and 
maturity is partly defined by how we see and manage our finances.  
 
I'm not too sure about your parents' background, but I would guess that they work hard for their 
money when they were young, and know the hardship of not having enough finances. I believe they 
do not want you to be in the same situation, as with all our parents. They may be trying to teach you 
to be prudent in finances, but unfortunately failed to explain to you in the way you can appreciate the 
"why". I don't think any parent out there is purposely trying to make life difficult for their child. If 
anything, your parent is trying to teach you how to be self-reliant and independent. Here is a 
common pitfall of parenting that your parents fell into: not enough connection and communication 
with their child. But I know they are trying their best to be good parents, to set you up to what they 
see a solid future for yourself. 
 
How should we see finances according to the Word of God? In the Parable of the Talents, God wants 
us to be wise with our money. There is nothing wrong to try to earn more money - God is not against 
us having wealth. But God is against wealth having us. God wants us to be good steward, good 
manager of finances. But God doesn't want money to control the way we live. I have seen people, 
Christians, living their life under the constant fear of not having enough. Their time, commitments, 
strengths, are all channelled towards earning those extra bucks. No energy left to serve God or to 
worship Him. They would miss church services, cell group meetings or seminars (opportunities to 
strengthen their faith by the Word of God) just so that they can do OT, or take up extra jobs just to 
boost their income. 
 
The Bible says "What profits a man if he gains the whole world but loses his soul?". It is possible to 
gain the whole world, the finances, the money, the prestige, the honor. But at what price? That you 
lose your relationship with the creator God, that you lose the love for people? Unfortunately, you can't 
just have it both ways - the Bible says that "..you cannot serve mammon(money) and God.." at the 
same time. There can be only one Lord and one all-consuming passion, and that's Jesus Christ our 
saviour. Money is a tool, not your life. 
 
The Gospel is free, but preaching it to the masses is expensive. God wants to prosper us so that we 
can use the wealth He give us to preach the Gospel. Pastor Kong always likes to quote "If God can 
bring money through you, God can bring money to you.". This is not just a cliché with a nice ring to 
the ear. IF you are after the heart of God, if you want to put God's will before yours, if you want to 
fulfil God's desire first before fulfilling yours, then God will see to it that you prosper financially 
because you have the right priority. He will bring money to you because He can trust you to use them 
to bless the people around you, that you will use what He brings to you as a tool to spread the love of 
God to the world. 
 
And when you begin to labour for Him, He will not short-change you - you will be "paid" wages worthy 
of your service for He is a good paymaster. You will not live in poverty or having lack constantly. He 
will see to it that as you serve His will, you will get to enjoy the things He created here on earth. As I 
have said many times, the Christian walk should be an enjoyable one - not one filled with anxiety or 
fear of having not enough. 
 
Your parents may feel that you are not ready to be totally on your own, or to be totally sure of what 
you are doing. They could be right to a certain extend. After all, you are still a full-time student, doing 
part-time jobs - hardly representative of what you are going to face when you graduate and step into 
the working world a year from now. Even if you are working full-time in the company you are 
attached to - you are no more than just a student in the eyes of your colleagues or superiors. The 
kind of responsibilities given to you will be much less than what a normal full-time working adults will 
get in the same job capacity. So until you can prove to your parents that you can use your money 
wisely, they will always be unwilling to trust your judgement or ability to exercise control over your 
own finances. "But it is MY money!" you say. True, you may have earned those money from your 
part-time jobs. But in your parents' mind, they are still the one who provided the "platform" for you 
to do those part-time jobs. They provided the education for you to be skilful in your part-time job. 
They provided the roof over your head when you come home from the part-time job. They provided 
you the allowance for your transportation and meals even before you get anything money from the 
job. There is no real fear if you are "re-trenched" from the part-time job - you can always go back to 
your home. In that sense, they are right. This unfortunately is not readily understood by many young 
people and hence the fallout between them and the parents. I guess parents can do better by 
communicating properly with they child, and the child can do better to appreciate the parents' 
perspective. 
 
You need to prove to them you are responsible and mature enough to handle money. The way to do 
that is not by earning more money, but by being prudent in your spending. Begin to examine your 
spending pattern and start drawing up spending and saving plans. There are really, many things that 
are considered luxurious to a person who is not working full time. Even a vacation overseas should be 
a once in a blue moon thing, until you begin to work full time and earn your stripes. Let your parents 
know your intention to be prudent in your budgeting and gain their trust by demonstrating your 
restraint when it comes to spending money. ... There must be a good balance with enjoying the finer 
things in life, and shouldering the burden of the family.  
 
The Bible says that when we need to honor our father and our mother, we will "eat off the fat of the 
land" (i.e., becoming prosperous). There is no doubt in God's mind that He wants to be filial and 
honor our parents. God is the one that put our parents over us. We definitely didn't choose our 
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parents - God did. Love God, and love His decision. Whenever you feel frustrated over the 
relationship with your parents, bring your grievances to God and He will comfort you.  
 
Thanks for the opportunity to share my thoughts and I hope I have at least given you something to 
think about. I look forward to hear from you again. 
 
cheers, 
Atticus 

Posted on Cuma, Nisan 02 @ 15:29:53 SGT by wui_ping 
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I believed this really helped others. thks.

 

 
 
 

PHP-Nuke Copyright © 2005 by Francisco Burzi. This is free software and you may redistribute it under the GPL. PHP-Nuke comes with absolutely no warranty for details see the license. 

 

Page 2 of 2guitar4Christ - You, Finances, and your parents.

25/6/2008http://www.guitar4christ.com/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=76


